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© COR. Ill. 7. 


NEITHER Is HE THAT PLANTETH ANY THING, | NEI- 


THER HE THAT WATERETH ; BUT. c THAT 


GIVETH THE INCREASE. F %%% 


' MONG $T the infinite and ineffable advantages de- 


rived to mankind from divine revelation, may be | 


reckoned the elucidation of ſeveral truths highly important 
-. human. happineſs ; n which, without ſome ſupernatural 
light or illuſtration, would probably, by reaſon. of their — 
25 dark and recondite nature, have been for ever, if not HH | 


ticely unknown, ”"_ at leaſt very imperſedtly comprehend- | 


Amongſt others may y be enumerated the great and i im- . 


portant article of a particular providence. —This intereſting ” 


truth ſeems to be almoſt beyond the reach of human in- 8 


* „„ > ola 


1 


tellect to diſcover.—Proofs of a Oy providence may be 


collected from the order and economy of nature; and me- 

taphyſical reaſoning may infer, that a particular providence 

| - 5 | is neceſſarily implied or included therein. But infinite and | 

—_— inſuperable difficulties attend the one, which do not ſo ap- 

; parently apply to the other. That God, who made the 
world, ſhould govern it by general laws, ſeems obvious to, 
and conſonant with, reaſon : but that he ſhould ſuperin- 
| tend every minute occurrence; ; that he ſhould dire& the : 

| moſt inconſiderable event that « can happen to the moſt in- | 
” conſiderable being; that not a ſparrow ſhould fall to the 
— ground without his knowledge and permiſſion; and that 
1 5 the v very hairs of our head ſhould be all numbered by him; 5 
5 (and that theſe things are ſo, however incomprehenſible it 5 
may appear to us, the divine truth hath declared ; ;) this i is a 
"4 myſtery fo intricate and involved i in difliculty, that without 25 


revelation it never could, 1 think, have been rightly or 5 
8 N aſcertained. 1 wy 


ED 1 anumerable incidents indeed, after the knowledge of 
: this truth hath been once imparted to the mind, will | : 

ſerve to confirm and improve it.- Men will obſerve, both 

in regard to chemſelves and others, many circumſtances 

= | „„ and 
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and occurrences, wherein marks of a particular providence 


wall viſibly appear to them. They will recogniſe the hand 
and interpoſition of God, frequently exerted in their fa- 


vour, in unexpected deliverances from dangers, from ſick- 


neſs, from misfortunes, from, in ſhort, innumerable ev ils 


and calamities: and the conviction they will derive from 


hence of the truth pointed out to them, will exceed any 


that the moſt concluſive reaſoning or logical deduction 


could have produced. But obſervations of this kind, 
5 though they may corroborate and give force to the know - 


: ledge of a particular providence when communicated to 
5 the mind, could never of themſelves have diſcovered or 
have aſcertained. it. ; For how could reafon—by their 
” means alone,—have inferred ſuch particular providence, 
; when it obſerved the good and virtuous ſuffering all the = 
anguiſh and poignancy of diftreſs,—the righteous as R 
5 were forſaken and begging their bread, while the un godly . 
: and wicked were riſing to the ſummit of proſperity, to the | 
pinnacle of human happineſs Ho, could reaſon, by 5 
= E their means alone, have inferred a particular providence . 
5 when, notwithſtanding the general order obſervable i in the 5 
univerſe, it confidered the myſterious, the inexplicable « diſ- 


| penſation awaiting the whole animal creation; when Mt 


B 3 regarded. 
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regarded the various convulſions and anomalies that ſo 


frequently diſturb and disfigure the moſt beautiful parts of 
nature; introducing horror, devaſtation, and ſterility, in 
the room of plenty, fertility, and beauty How could 
reaſon alone have inferred ; a particular providence, when it 
8 daily perceived pain, and fickneſs, and ſorrow, and diſ- 
grace, and penury, and misfortune, and even death itſelf, 4 
dealing their blows indiſeriminately ; ; and ſhooting their | 
5 ſhafts at random, without either aim or ſelection 2 5 


Reaſon, if it had attended to theſe things, would have 
A ſtood. aghaſt and appalled, its foot would have well 


nigh Lipped ; nor could it have underſtood them with- . 


OR out going into the GanRuary of God, the enlightened : 


: pale of revelation. Mankind, in all ages and nations of the =D 
8 * orld, indeed, have had a notion or idea of a particular | 
providence ; and their religious rites and obſerrances have 
originated in this notion. Prayers, oblations, votive of- 
5 ferings, luſtrations, and ſacrifices, can reſt or be built upon 
no other foundation. —But this notion was derived prima- 5 
rily from divine revelation; F and was communicated 3 


tranſmitted down from generation to generation by tradi- 15 


tion. In proof and confirmation of which aſſertion, it 
may be obſerved, that the Knowladgs and belief of this 
truth > 


truth in the heathen world grew faint and imperſect, in 
proportion as men were removed farther from the ſource 


or fountain, that is, from revelation, whence it originally 


emaned. Thus what was believed generally, and without 


9 heſitation, i in the age of Homer, was admitted with excep- 


tion and doubt in after-ages and in that of Epicurus 5 


was almoſt univerſally rejected or diſbelieved —Scarcely a 


2 trace of revelation now remained : 2 its lamp was in a man- 


ner extinguiſhed ; ; and all that light, which had been dit. 5 


s fuſed by" it, had en, died Hue 6 and pe age 


This truth was firſt made known to mankind, foon after 
e the creation of the world, by that immediate Part or con- 15 
” cern, which, according to the Moſaic account, God viſibly . 
. took i in the direction and regulation of human affairs —After Os 
£ the flood, the impreſſion of it was confirmed, or rather re- T7 
5 vived (for it was beginning to wear away) by God's: cove- = 
= nant with Abraham, and Ifaae, and Jacob; and by that re- 5 
8 velation, which he made of himſelf to Moſes and the | 
985 : Prophets, —The Goſpel gaye completion to it; for this, by ; 


8 declaring, inthe moſt explicit and une quirocal terms, the ſu- 


5 perintendency, or over-ruling providence, of God throughout 


the univerſe, not only placed this myſtery beyond the reach 
5 e e 1 
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5 recollect, that 40 we now only ſee thr | 


of doubt; but by laying open at the ſame time a future 


ſtate to correct and rectify the inequalities of the preſent | 


one, removed many of the difficulties, with which it was 


before clouded and obſcured. Now it was exprefely re- 


vealed, that neither i is he that planteth any thing, nel- | 
« ther he that watereth, but God that giveth. the in- 5 
N ereaſe: that 0 God clotheth the graſs of the field, 
cc which to-day i is, and to-morrow is caſt i into the oven: — 


that e he feedeth the fowls of the air, which neither . 


e fow, nor reap, nor gather into barns : 3 and, uh that he 7 


knoweth all things whereof we have need; 3 and that if >: 


on 5 


be all added, or r given; unto 1 us.“ 7 


Many d difficulties — fail remain and attemd 


upon this article; ; difficulties perhaps impoſſible to be 
boxed by che limited and confined powers of our weak un- 
derſtandings. 5 But the article itſelf 18 aſcertained ; and 


reſts upon the divine authority of the Golpel. It cannot 
"3 therefore be called into o queſtion by Chriſtians, We are to 5 


A glaſs darkly; | 
0 that we know only i in part. When that which 1s per- 7 
« fect is Tons, then that which i is in part hall be done : 


away. 


we ſeek his kingdom, and his . . ban T 7 


E 
« away. Then we ſhall know, even as we are known 


"8 we ſhall {ce face to face.“ 1 Cor. xili. 10. 


What! is ; revealed, though not ſufficient perhaps to ſa- 
tisfy a reſtleſs and boundleſs curioſity, will be enough, if 
properly applied and attended to, not only to anſwer the ; 

: purpoſes of our preſent exiſtence, but to make us wile 
unto falvation. It will ſuffice to render us virtuous and 


5 happy here; and will conduce to our everlaſting happineſs : 


| hereafter. 


ft. It will be a ſource of inexpreſſible comfort and fa = 
risfadtion to thoſe who meet with trouble, misfortune, or 8 
diſappointment. —To know, that nothing happens by 5 
No chance; and that whatever comes to paſs, comes to paſs jp 
with the knowledge, and by the permiſſion of that moſt 5 8 
| merciful and gracious Being, who, i in all his diſpenſations, 
Abs has ſome wiſe and great end in view, muſt neceſſarily be 


replete. with conſolation to thoſe, who may at any time fall 5 


1 into adverſity or affliction. They will not at once fink un- 


der the preſſure of it, or abandon themſelyes to deſpair; 
but will ſupport themſelves with faith in the over-ruling 


providence of God ; with truſt and reliance upon his pro- 


tection; 
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tection; and with hope that he will in due time deliver 


them ; and that © all things will in the end work toge- 
oy ther for good.” They will turn to him in their trouble 
7" ith weeping and ſupplication and will pray unto him, : 
and fay, « O Lord, ſpare us ; fave and deliver us from the 
*« evil which troubles us; and be not angry with us for 
« ever.” 1 hey will form their minds to habits of patience, 8 : 
humility, and reſignation : and, by virtue of theſe graces, 
and a ſincere and unſhaken picty, will reconcile themſelves 
0 in ſome. fort to their lot and ſituation ; ; will find the bur- ; 
then and ſorrows of it lightened ; and will feel a ray of 
conſolation beaming upon their minds, almoſt {ufficient . 
to diſperſe and chace away the clouds that hang © over and 5 


75 darken them, 1 


Wben theſe clouds are removed, and the fun ” 


odly. 
breaks forth again with bright and effulgent luſtre; — 
eh when affliction and misfortunes ceaſe to trouble, and heje 
ſadneſs is converted into joy ;—when proſperity gladdens 

RR their hearts, and every ſcene around them wears a chearful 

| and ſmiling countenance z chen Se will they give God the 
5 0 the praiſe; and cc 8 unto him the honour due 

206: unto his name. hey will proſtrate themſelves before 


him 


1 423 

him with praiſes and thankſgivings ; knowing that in him 
are the iſſues of life and death; and that c neither is he 

0 that planteth any ching, neither he that watereth, but 

F God that giveth the increaſe,” —They will acknow- 
ledge, that the happy change which they have experienced, ; 

| has not been owing | to any thought; or contrivance, or 
power, or {ill, or wiſdom of their own; but to the tender 55 


mercies and loving - kindneſs of God —their hearts will _ 


ok overflow with gratitude i in conſequence of ſuch knowledge ; 


5 and in a tranſport of j joy they will ſay with the pfalmiſt; 2 
«© Praiſe the Lord, 0 my ſoul, and forget not all bis be- 

0 nefits.“ 5 "BY. ciii. — While 1 live, will 1 praiſe the Yo 
2m Lord; yea, as long as FE have any being, 1 will fing 5 
"00; « praiſes unto. | my God.” 5 Pl. cxlvi. 


Lacy, What is revealed « of this truth, will. all ſuflice 


to render men at all times obedient to God, and obſervant 


of his laws; 3. to « keep chem from preſumptuous fins,” 


and to guard and ſecure them in the ways of righteouſneſs. 


. No one, under che perſuaſion and belief, that an omniſcient - 


and omnipotent Being ſuperintends and over-rules the 


univerſe, will ever dare to tranſgreſs his laws or violate 
* commandments. Anxious for the favour and pro- 0 
25 1 BD tection 


„ | 
tection of this great and tremendous Being, he will in all 
things ſtudy and endeavour to pleaſe, to ſerve, and to obey 


him. He will reverence his authority, —will adore his 
majeſty, —will ſupplicate his mercy,—and M will commit 


« the keeping of his ſoul to him i in well-doing, as unto 2 


« faithful Creator.” Ws Pet. ! iv. 19. 


Such will be the natural and happy « effects of that light . 
and information, which hath been communicated to us by 
| revelation, concerning a particular providence : effects of | 
ſo much conſequence, and 0 conducive both to virtue and : 


2 happineſs, that their importance. can e be adequately 9 
2 - or — deſcribed. | ” 


The joyful and auſpicious event, which has given oo - 

caſion to the preſent ſolemnity, is: a clear and illuſtrative ; 
proof of the truths here advanced ; for if ever a particular 1 
providence was viſibly exerted on any emergency, it ap- N 


| pears to have been fo on the one. which has now called 


15 us together. Th 


The thin and . e wh deprived 
| an affectionate and W People of the preſence of their | 
| 1 2 beloved 


15 1 
beloved al —awhich wel from the moſt ns 
of queens, and her lovely progeny, the kindeſt and beſt 


of huſbands and fathers ; ;—which withheld from the cabi- 
| nets of Europe, 1 in the moſt important and critical junc- 
= ture, the aid and advice of that Potentate ; who, from 

his knowledge and experience, and the confidence univer- : 
Gally placed in him, was beſt able to regulate the r move- 7 

ments, and preſerve the tranquillity of it; ;—this ſo ſudden 
and unexpected calamity, like an exploſion or thunderbolt, 8 
ſtruck every one with diſmay, with terror, and conſter- 
nation. The whole kingdom was inſtantly plunged by it . 


into deſpair ; and all Europe ſtood aſtoniſhed, and loſt as 0 
it were in ſuſpenſe. ©. 


 Myriads of petitions were, i in this moment of; diſtreſs, . 
„ addreſſed to Heaven for the King J recovery ;—and if ever . 
prayers came from the heart, I ſincerely believe that thoſe 
offered on | this occaſion unfeignedly did . The higheſt 
and the loweſt, the old and the young, the | bondman and 4 
Ce the free, the citizen and the alien, the 3 and the 
natural- born ſubject, were alike earneſt | in preferring their 


= ſupplications to Heaven for fo great a deliverance. Prayers N 


offered * with ſo much fervency and devotion, were not of- | 
c LE. fered 


2 * — 


fered up in vain: they winged their way to heaven; and the 


Father of Mercies moſt graciouſly accepted them.—The 


King's recovery was as inſtantaneous as was his illneſs, In 


a moment the cloud paſſed away: the ſun re- appeared in 


its ſplendor ; and the world felt the vivifying heat of i it. 


—The interpoſition of a a particular providence was univer- 


fally felt and adored. 


A zranſition from deſpair to hope inſtantly took dice : 


congratulations were mutually interchanged by every one 
who met: and an effuſion of j Joy: burſt forth, never known 
on any former oecaſion. It now appeared how deeply and 
. unrivalled the King reigned. in the hearts and. affections of | 
his ſubjects ; and how tranſcendently his virtues had en- 
deared him to all orders and deſcriptions of men. A 
phznomenon as ; wonderful, as unparalleled in the annals = 
of hiſtory, diſplayed itſelf « on this occaſion ;—that =— 
King the moſt beloved and moſt popular character: in his 1 
: kingdom, —Every ſubject of the realm was tranſported 
; with . and all Europe rejoiced at the event, , 


The influence which this merciful act of Providence 


ought to have upon our minds, is the ſubject we are now 


o 


. 


to attend to.— And if the ſorrow and diſmay, which we 


felt during the calamitous ſituation of our Sovereign, in- 
ſtinctively impelled us, in the grief and affliction of our 
| hearts, to offer up our moſt fervent ſupplications to Heaven 
for the removal of ſo great an evil ;—we ought, in this 
; hour of univerſal joy, to expreſs our ſincere and unfeigned . 
gratitude and thankfulneſs, for the mercy we have now 
| received. The bitter cup is paſſed away : : it hath graciouſly 
2 pleaſed a kind and relenting Providence to remove it 
from us. Let us conſider this great mercy as we ought. 


; Let us humbly preſent. ourſelves before the Throne of 


Grace, and offer up our united praiſes and thankſgivings, 


= for this wonderful inſtance of divine love. Let u praiſe 8 


« God i in his fanQtuary ; praiſe him for his ; mighty acts; 


oy praiſe him according to his excellent greatneſs,” Pſal. cl. 5 


8 bo, For he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 


0 great kindneſs, and bath repented him of the evil. * 8 


5 Jonah iv. Se Let us therefore praiſe him with all ; 


4 our hearts, and glorify his name for eyermore.” it Pfl. 


- baxvi. 12. 


Having diſcharged + this firſt and primary 7 duey, i incum- 7 


bent upon us on the preſent joyful occaſion, let it be our 


next 


next care to ſubſtantiate and give A of that zeal and D 


loyalty, which we have expreſſed for our Sovereign during | 


his illneſs, by ſhowing. A correſpondent obedience to his 
legal and conſtitutional authority, now he is well. The 
act of governing would be eaſy, and free from many E 
thoſe difficulties, which too frequently embarraſs it, were 1 
men more generally obſervant of their duty . their duty to : 
: God, their king, and their country. In ſuch caſe, the 
office of government would be changed from che painful, 
though neceſſary taſk of puniſhing evil-doers, to the - 
pleaſing and delightful one of rewarding thoſe that do 2 
: well. The ſtation of royalty would be of all others the 5 
moſt deſireable, as being moſt capable of conferring and 
= diffuſing happineſs. | The prince and the people would, : 
? as now, always ſeem. to form one family ; ; cemented by 


paternal benignity, filial respect, and mutual love and 
: affection. 


Laſtly, 2 * Joyful e event which has taken place, mould 


alſo be a motive for concord and unanimity amongſt our- 
- ſelves. | A ſenſe of danger ſhould at all times, were men to 


be guided by reaſon, be a bond of union : but, alas! 1 it 5 


frequently, too frequently, happens otherwiſe. Durin g 
r / ac ware = 


1 
the King's illneſs, a variety of opinions were agitated re- 


| the Qing the propriety of meaſures to be purſued under ſo 


diſaſtrous a ſituation. The circumſtance was new; and 
A difference of ſentiment took place. Thanks be to Al- 
mighty God, the ground of this difference 18 now re- Ru 
N moved! The King is reſtored to the wiſhes and ardent 
5 prayers of his people; and one common ſentiment, I am 
Re perſuaded, pervades the whole realm. Whatever heat or 
diſſenſion therefore might prevail during the awful mo- 
ment of our trouble, it now ought. all to ſubſide in the : 
1 general joy that has taken place. God grant that it may ; 5 
a and that no future occaſion may ever r happen to revive 


8 the remembrance of it! 


1 conclude ith hucmbly a and | devoutly offering up my 
5 Prayers to the Almighty, that he will perfect to us this yy 
5 great work of mercy, by confirming the recovery of our 
oh moſt. gracious Sovereign, protecting him from all evil, E 
3 and endowing him with every temporal and ſpiritual 5 
blefling : :—that he will extend his divine grace and pro- e | 
5 tection to the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and the Royal 
= F amily : and that he will bleſs and keep us, and all 
other our fellow-ſubjects, in wealth, peace, and godlineſs ; . 
4 - „ diſpoſing 


* : * 4 L 


933 — 2 „„ „% „%% „„ 


[ 20 ] 


diſpoſing our hearts to live in the fear of his holy name, 


in dutiful obedience to the King, and in Chriſtian love 


and charity with each other: or, to ſum up the whole in 


the conciſe, but emphatical words of ſeripture; that he « 
will incline our hearts c« to love the brotherhood —toV 


5 « fear God —and to honour,—and with one voice to fay, 
is God laye— The * 
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